
The Delta Millers’ 
N e w s l e t t e r  
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All in all, it has been a busy 
summer!  But, oh, how rewarding and 
fun!  And we owe it all to our 
volunteers!! 

We were a little concerned at the 
beginning of the year.  The renovations 
to the Old Town Hall had been 
completed but left us in a hole, 
financially.  In January, the DMS Board 
had to plan out operations totally 
dependent on volunteers.  We set up a 
number of working groups, each led 
by a Director, and set them to work.  

The Events team, headed up by 
Cathy Livingston, Katherine Killins, 
Anna Greenhorn and Ruth Sheridan, 
started with the Maple Syrup Festival 
and never looked back.  This year, we have had more 
weddings and special events in the Old Town Hall and 
special groups touring the Mill.  They organized Doors 
Open, the Old Stone Mill Coffee House, activities 
around the Delta Fair, the return of the Old Stone Mill 
Breadfest, and special ploughman’s lunches connected 
to tours organized by the Gananoque Harvest Festival, 
amongst other events.  Our miller, Chris Wooding, has 
worked overtime, with milling every second Saturday 
and on a record number of special days this summer. 

Elsewhere in this newsletter is the story of our 
summer student guides and the great impact they had 
on our summer activities.  Anna Greenhorn kept an eye 
on them, organizing their daily activities with the 
assistance of daily volunteer supervisors.   

Our Facilities Committee is responsible for 
attending to the many, many big and little problems 
that develop in two buildings as old as the Mill and the 
Town Hall.  Moël Benoit, Art Cowan and Howard 
Dack cleaned up the land around the spillway, dealt 

with electrical and plumbing challenges, and kept the 
roofs over our heads.  Art Shaw is overhauling our 
blacksmith‘s shop. 

Promotion is everything to a voluntary operation 
such as ours.  Ken Watson is our resident web master, 
photographer, newsletter editor, advertising placer, 
trying to take advantage of every inch of free 
promotional space.  This year we had help from the 
people at the Frontenac Arch Biosphere Network.  The 
Old Stone Mill was named one of the top ten ‘Amazing 
Places’ in the Biosphere. 

Underpinning these fun activities, the Old Stone 
Mill is a National Historic Site.  The authenticity of the 
Mill must be maintained and that means managing a 
growing collection of artifacts and documents.  Sally 
Wanless, Doug Bond, and Art Shaw have maintained 
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A BUSY SUMMER! 

Visitors, both young and old, enjoy watching grain being made into flour 

2014 COMING EVENTS 
October 11—Thanksgiving at the Mill (see inside) 
Nov 22, 29, Dec 6, 13 & 20 – Christmas at the Mill  
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decided to launch a campaign in June to find 40 special 
‘friends’ who would each contribute $100 in an effort to 
“Save Our Smiles”; those of the students, obviously, 
but those of the Board, as well. 

The effort was successful.  By the final tally in 
August, 45 special friends had donated more than 
$5400.  We could provide jobs to the ‘kids’ for the 
whole summer. 

On August 16 we held a special evening to thank 
our generous donors.  Board member Katherine Killins 
led a team who decorated the Old Town Hall and 
produced succulent desserts and aromatic coffee.  Matt 
played his guitar, Hilary played her cello, and they and 
Adam regaled the audience with tales around special 
artifacts that they had chosen from our collection, 
complete with horses galloping and wolves howling.  
A great time was had by all!  Thank you, Friends!!  
Thank you, ‘Kids”!!! 

our inventory, accessioning and de-accessioning parts 
of the collection, and attending to its preservation and 
restoration.  

All this cannot take place effectively and efficiently 
without a strong executive.  Money has to be raised, 
members canvassed, books kept, insurance and utilities 
paid, and contracts negotiated.  Doug Cowley, Anna 
Greenhorn, and Ruth Sheridan ably kept the ship on 
course.  Mariska Kriebel keeps our membership gears 
well-oiled. 

Thank you to all of them!  And the year is not over 
yet!  Come see us at Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

All that said, there is a great need and lots of room 
for any others who would like to help.  We need tour 
guides, people handy with a hammer, a screwdriver, a 
broom, a serving platter, or a cake recipe, and people 
who enjoy fundraising or promotion.  You name it; we 
need it.  Let’s talk. 

Dann M. Michols 
President,  Delta Mill Society 

Smiles All Around 
This summer we had a super group of students, 

Adam, Allisa, Emma, Hilary, and Matt.  Quickly learning 
the history and story of the Mill, they became adept at 
giving tours to visitors.  The students’ responsibilities did 
not stop there, however.  Each morning they cheerfully 
set up the Mill, cleaning walls, windows and floors.  
They also painted sills and porches, weeded the 
landscape; saved bass trapped in our spillway; and 
manned the gift shop.  On the 
professional side, they cleaned 
artifacts and wrote up 
conservation reports on some 
special items.  One of them even 
trained the others in blacksmithing 
skills such that they were soon all 
producing hooks and key chains 
for sale in the gift shop! 

But we had a major problem.  
The two government employment 
programs we used to help fund 
our students fell short by several 
weeks – we needed to find extra 
funding to keep our students for 
the full season.  Accordingly we 

Katherine Killins with some of the delectable desserts  

Hilary, Adam and Matt entertain the crowd of donors 
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The Old Stone Mill Harvest 
Festival 2014 

Saturday, October 11  
 

Come out and support our annual Harvest 
Festival.  There will be lots to see and do for the 

entire family! 
 

The day starts off at 
THE OLD TOWN HALL 

Harvest Breakfast - 8 am to 9:30 am  
Bake Sale - 8 am to 3 pm 

BBQ Hot Dogs -11 am to 1 pm  
Vintage Treasures/Treats Silent Auction  

9 am to 2:30 pm 
 

Then drop in to 
THE OLD STONE MILL 

Guided Tours - 9 am to 3 pm  
Produce Sales - 9 am to 3 pm 

Gift Shop - 9 am to 3 pm 
Blacksmith - 10 am to 3 pm  

Rope Making - 10 am to 12 pm &  
2 pm to 3 pm 

Corn Shelling - 10 am to 12 pm &  
2 pm to 3 pm 

Milling - 1 pm to 2 pm 
Spinning Wheel Display - 9 am to 3 pm 

Wagon Rides (weather permitting) 
from 10 am to 2 pm  

Catch a ride at the Old Town Hall and 
enjoy the fall colours as you tour 

through Lower Beverley Lake Park.  

NEW FOR 2014 
Vintage Treasures and Treats 

Silent Auction  
 

We’ve done the treats before (donated new 
items), but this year we’re trying something new, 
vintage treasures, donated items that are too 
good for a yard sale but not yet ready for an 
antique store. 

 
YOU CAN HELP 

We’re looking for treasures and treats. The 
treat might be a new item that you have more 
than one of, or a donation from a local business.  
A vintage treasure might be found in your attic 
(or basement, or garage, or back room). A little 
explanation or story accompanying the item 
makes it more interesting (I knit this on the plane 
while coming to Canada or this is a treasured 
dish pattern seeking a new home or this was 
used in an old church before it was closed, etc.). 

 

And for you bakers, preservers and harvesters 
out there, we're also looking for donations of 
baked goods, preserves and produce. The Old 
Town Hall will be open for drop offs on Friday, 
Oct 10th from 1 pm to 6 pm. 

 
Please contact us if you have 
something you can donate – all 
the proceeds from sales go to 
helping preserve the Old Stone 
Mill and keep it open to the 
public.  Thanks. 
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OUR VISITORS 

A wonderful preservation of History  
- Mr. & Mrs. Huebert, PA, U.S.A. 

Lovely Staff - 
C. Simone, Lillooet, 
B.C. 

The Stewards of this mill are to be 
commended for an Outstanding Restoration 
- The Kershey’s, 
Stittsville. 

Incredible building & restoration – 
Thank You - Lydia & Bernie, Victoria, B.C. 

Great Tour! 
Great Staff! 
Beautiful 
building, loved the 
photos upstairs 

and also the “living aspects” of the mill – Milling 
& Blacksmithing. - Aimee, Port Townsend, WA, U.S. & Janette and 
Ila, Elgin, ON.  

Part of our core mandate is to showcase milling 
technology of the 1800s and that means taking an active 

role with visitors, providing guided tours of the mill.  
This year in addition to many visitors from Canada and 

U.S., we also had visitors from Austria, Australia, Poland, 
China, Japan and U.K.  A lady from Austria came especially 

to see the Oliver Evans (automated mill) explanation. Her 
grandfather was a miller in Austria, but they did not use that 

technology.  A Polish couple was fascinated by the fact that a 
group of people (not the government) owned and operated the 
mill.  A history professor from a U.S. university spent 2 hours 
touring the mill, making many nice comments about our 
preservation of history!  The following are a few quotes from 
our 2014 guest book. 

 

Photos: Top, miller Chris Wooding shows visitors freshly ground flour. 
Middle, Anna Greenhorn (right) explains the mill to interested visitors. 
Bottom, student Matt Okum describes how the millstones work. 

HELP!!! 
 
 

Do you enjoy meeting new 
people and chatting with the 
public?  If so, we have the 
volunteer position for you, Mill 
Tour Guide.  It’s easy and fun.  
Please contact us if you think you 
might be able to help. 

We also have many other 
volunteer opportunities, you’ll 
find a full listing of those on our 
website, see our volunteer page 
on www.deltamill.org 

We rely on the personal 
generosity of our volunteers, 
please consider helping us out.  


