The Delta Millers’
Newsletter
The Gist of the Grist

Spring/Summer 2014

A Few Words From the Executive Committee

Our world is always changing,
presenting us with new
The Delta Mill Society, with the
challenges and new
help and support of its members
opportunities. The heritage
and friends, has achieved a great
community and non-profit
deal over the years in the
organizations are no exception.
restoration of the Old Stone Mill
Consequently, to better deal with
and most recently the Old Town
these challenges and to take
Hall.
advantage of new opportunities,
This year, we find ourselves in
we are transitioning to a
a financial position where, with the
committee-based organization
exception of partial-grant supported
where Board members will chair
summer students, we cannot afford
Paul George & Anna Greenhorn
various committees. This will
paid staff. Our volunteers have
open up new volunteer
greatly benefited from all the work that paid staff
opportunities which we hope will bring new ideas,
has done for us – allowing us to present and operate
and with those new ideas, more creative ways to
a beautifully restored and interpreted mill.
ensure the continued operation and expansion of the
We owe a great deal of gratitude to all those
Mill, the Old Town Hall, and related interpretive
who worked so hard, especially to those who
programs.
provided the vision and leadership necessary to
Executive
ensure our success. In particular, we thank Paul
President: Dann Michols
George, who, as our curator for the past several
Vice President: Doug Cowley
years, provided the level of expertise necessary to
not only manage the restoration, but also to develop
Secretary: Anna Greenhorn
the interpretive aspects of the Mill. Paul will remain
Treasurer: Ruth Sheridan-Griffiths
involved with the DMS as a volunteer, something he
Committee Chairs
also did a lot of over the years, acting as our
Curatorial:
Sally Wanless
“Curator Emeritus”.
Facilities: Moel Benoit, Art Cowan
During 2013, we were also fortunate to have on
Communications: Ken Watson
our staff local Delta resident Joanne van Dreumel.
Events Planning: Cathy Livingston, Doug Bond
Among her many contributions, Joanne was
Membership: Mariska Kriebel
instrumental in putting together the café at the Old
Town Hall and in marketing the facility throughout
Volunteers: Doug Cowley
the area, something that is already showing benefits
Fund Raising: Dann Michols
this year through increased rentals.
If you wish to volunteer please contact one of the
Joanne was also a busy volunteer before and
Board
of Directors. For more information about the
while working at the Mill, and will continue to do
DMS please visit www.deltamill.org
so.
The Delta Mill Society is a volunteer, non-profit organization, dedicated to preserving heritage and presenting milling technology of the 1800s.
The Delta Mill Society, P.O. Box 172, Delta, Ontario K0E 1G0 – Email: info@deltamill.org – Website: www.deltamill.org.
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Calendar of Events
Date
Sat. May 17

Event
Mill Opens for the Season

Sat. May 24

Brockville Doors Open
Tours of the OSM
Brockville Doors Open
Tours of the OSM
DMS Annual General Meeting
General Meeting followed by a
presentation by Doug Bond
Local Flavours Bus Tour
Starting at the Brockville Museum, to
Chris Wooding Farm, then to the
OTH for a meal catered by Wendy’s,
then the OSM for grinding, then to
Gananoque to tour the Brewery.
Mill closes for the Season

Sun. May 25
Tue. June 10

Sat. June 14

Mon. Sep 1
Sat. Oct 11

Nov 23 to
Dec 21





Thanksgiving Festival
Lots to do and see as we make some
new additions to this event
Celebrating the Season

Flour Grinding and Bread Sales will continue on
Saturdays over the summer season (see our
website for the grinding schedule).
The gift shop has received a face lift.
Fundraising and other Events will be updated on
the website at www.deltamill.org

From the wheat field

To the Mill Stone

To Old Stone Mill Bread
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Can’t get any fresher
than that!

Delta Mill Society AGM
Tuesday, June 10, 2014
Our AGM will be held on Tuesday, June 10th
starting at 7 p.m. at the Old Town Hall. The meeting
will start off with our business meeting followed by a
talk and refreshments.
The featured talk this year is by Doug Bond, a
visual presentation about Delta's many heritage
buildings.
Doug is a member of the Township of Rideau
Lake’s Municipal Heritage Advisory Committee
(MHAC) which has been working on a multi-year
project of cataloguing and chronicling many of these
heritage homes in Delta and across our township.
Doug’s presentation will feature the results of the
MHAC’s work, with photographs and descriptions of
the rich architectural and cultural treasure that is Delta
today.
Everyone is welcome to attend. Delta heritage
home owners in attendance will be able to receive a
paper copy of the current file on their heritage home.

Old Town Hall Rental
Conferences • Banquets • Weddings • Theatre • Dances
Featuring:
 Large open space
 125 person capacity
 Hardwood Floors
 Accessible Entrance
 Commercial Kitchen
 2 Washrooms (1 accessible)
 Tables & Chairs
 Stage
The newly renovated Old Town Hall is available as a
rental to your group. For full details and rental rates
please contact us:
Tel: 613-928-2584
Email: info@deltamill.org
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The Sawmill
We think of the Old Stone Mill as a grist
mill, and that was its primary purpose, but it
was more than that. It was built in the days
before the taming of electricity, and the power
provided by the moving water wheel only
extended as far as belts and pulleys could
reach. Machinery had to be located close to
the wheel. From the earliest days, a sawmill
was part of the milling operations at Delta.
Sawmills were usually housed in a separate
building (sawdust and flour aren’t a good
mix) and this was the case with Abel Stevens’
original mills, built in 1796-97, a wooden
This photo (undated) shows the sawmill (the crumbling
wooden structure on the left) attached to the turbine shed.
sawmill and a wooden grist mill.
When William Jones and Ira Schofield built the Old Stone Mill in 1810-11, the site chosen was for both
a grist mill and a sawmill. The location involved a re-alignment of the creek to put water at the head of
the mill and it is likely that the sawmill was built at or near where the turbine shed is located today in
order to make use of that head of water. In 1835 it was described as “a large wooden building in which
there is a Saw Mill, a Mill for cutting and polishing marble and a Carding Machine.”
The next significant change to the mill was made by Walter Denaut in about 1860 when he acquired
two 48” Swain turbines and built a stone extension to house these, the turbine shed, in the location of the
sawmill. The sawmill didn’t move far, it was housed in a wooden addition on the turbine shed. This
remained until the mid-20th century when the sawmill was torn down and removed.

This photo (undated) shows logs (on the left) ready to be sawn. The sawmill is hidden behind the wooden buildings
in the centre of the photo.

Spring/Summer 2014

Page 3

The Delta Millers’ Newsletter

The Old Stone Mill
National Historic Site is
owned and operated by the
non-profit organization,
The Delta Mill Society.
Donations are both needed
and very much appreciated.
Thanks for your support!
Over 50 years ago, owner/operator of the Delta Mill, Hastings Steele, had the vision to sell his building
to a group of concerned citizens for $1. This Old Mill had been his livelihood for many years but the
building was in such a deteriorated state that he was not able to put any more into it. So these citizens
became the Trustees of the Mill and the Delta Mill Society was formed. After a lot of hard work by
dedicated volunteers who gave of their time and money, plus dollars from numerous grants, plus
thousands and thousands of donations, the Old Stone Mill has been renovated to the beautiful building
that it once was. Mr. Hastings Steele would be very proud if he were with us today. The Delta Mill
Society carries on with his dream and it is up to our generation to sustain this building; however we
cannot do it alone, we need your help. It is through your Membership Renewals and Donations that we
will be able to continue, we hope, for many, many years.

2014/2015 Membership Renewal
Our membership year runs from June 1 to May 31. Those members up for renewal will have received
a membership renewal form with this newsletter. Your membership renewal will help to preserve the
Old Stone Mill and keep it open to the public. We very much appreciate your support.

DELTA’S BUILT HERITAGE
Come out to our AGM on Tuesday, June 10, at the Old Town Hall, to hear and see a visual presentation
by Doug Bond about Delta’s many superb heritage buildings. The AGM starts at 7 pm and Doug’s talk
will start at about 7:30 pm. Light refreshments. Everyone is welcome!
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