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Instilling a Passion
for our Heritage

Another Great Season

At the Old Stone Mill

z sy 1 f T
o b TV e
“Fascinating journey into Ontario's past. Tour —. o= '7 f ‘ ! RS0 NN
guide was very articulate and well-informed.” This is E’ ’ 3’ _ BRI .
7Yy oA | {
v
o Vo= -
: , aend
- 1

one of our Google 5 star reviews from this summer.
Our guest book mirrors these types of comments.

We work very hard to make sure that the Old Stone
Mill is a showcase of heritage and that our summer

interpretive staff provides our visitors with a great

heritage experience. While most of our visitors are

from various parts of Canada and the U.S., we also

had visitors this year from England, Germany, India,

Brazil, Australia and Greece. With the latter, we

pointed out our Greek connection with the name of /

the village (after the Greek letter Delta, which is the EL_ T = R A

shape the lakes form around Delta) and of course the Our summer staff; Alex, Tyler, Ella and Jaime. Our farmer and master miller
i i Chris Wooding in background.

metropolis of Athens just down the road (those

visitors were from Athens, Greece).

We had a great group of summer interpretive staff, all this year were post-secondary students which represents an
older, more mature group than we’ve been able to hire in the last few years. This year we had Jaime Pritchard, Ella
Miller, Alexander Firlotte, and Tyler Howard. Tyler was with us last year and so provided some continuity. Staff
selection and training was provided by a DMS team consisting of Katherine Killins, Anna Greenhorn and Sally
Wanless. We had more applications this year than available positions, so they were able to pick and choose the most
suitable. Final candidates go through a personal interview process to ensure that we hire the best available to do the
required job of heritage interpretation.

Sharon Okum, our Treasurer, also trains the students in how to operate the mill shop (sales and donations) and
manages this throughout the season. Ken implemented an inventory system a few years ago which involves
documenting daily sales on a weekly inventory sheet. He monitored this with the staff throughout the season. Ken
also assisted in the heritage training, providing the students with a written interpretation guide and the opportunity to
pick his brain regarding heritage details of the Old Stone Mill.

Part of our interpretation at the mill consists of living history by demonstrating the milling of heritage wheat into
flour using our 200-year-old French burrstone millstones. Last year we started a process of having our students learn
the milling process from our master miller (and farmer), Chris Wooding. We continued that this year with each of our
students doing a hands-on milling session with Chris. This not only teaches them a heritage art, but also aids in their
interpretation of the mill with first-hand experience in how the millstones operate.

A challenge for us is to find activities for the students to do while waiting in the mill shop for visitors to arrive.
There is no predicting the ebb and flow of visitors, some days are very busy, others not. But the students must be
prepared at any time to greet visitors walking through the door and offer them a guided tour of the mill. We like to

The Delta Mill Society is a volunteer, non-profit organization, dedicated to preserving heritage and presenting milling technology of the 1800s.
The Delta Mill Society, P.O. Box 172, Delta, Ontario KOE 1G0 — Email: info@deltamill.org — Website: www.deltamill.org.
Newsletter editor: Ken Watson. All photos, unless otherwise credited, are by Ken.
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provide the option of both guided and unguided tours and
many appreciate having one of our students show them the
details and tell them the stories of the mill. This means that
any non-interpreter activity we give them must be done in
the mill shop and they must be able to put it down the
second a visitor walks through the door.

Last year Ken tasked Tyler with organizing our large
collection of Delta Mill Society historical information in the
form of photos and newspaper articles. Many of these had
been well organized into scrapbooks by the late Myrla
Saunders, but we also had boxes filled with unorganized
material. Much of this work was done in advance of the
DMS’s 60th Anniversary in August, which was a
celebration of 60 years of volunteerism. Tyler created
several photo storyboards posters for display during our
celebration day in August 2023. This year, Ken set up a
digitizing project for the students, under the leadership of
Tyler, to digitize all this information. It utilized a small

flatbed scanner and laptop that was set up behind the Delta Harvest Festival

Originally a DMS event held on Thanksgiving weekend, it has
changed over the years to a Delta wide event now held on the

student’s desk in the mill shop with scanning done during

quiet times. Tyler, who has been takmg hbrary studies, fourth Saturday of September. It is one of our busiest days both
organized a digital filing system for these. inside and outside the mill. Outside we had Ginny Okum and family
with a booth with all sorts of tasty treats, a Friends of the Mill table,

The purpose of digitizing was not only to provide a manned by Maggie George and a hot dog BBQ station with Moel

Benoit assisted by Paul George. Inside we had volunteers Penny

digital archival backup of this Vz.ah.lable.mformatlon, but Sawyer and Joan Delaney on the bread tasting table (with award
also to be able to create future digital displays. Tyler winning whole wheat breads made with Old Stone Mill flour by Pat

mol his Droj he end of A .~ Ken has thi Watson), as well as Sally Wanless and Anna Greenhorn doing tours.
FO p ete.d this p OJ_eCt at the ? do u.gus’f € . ?s this Sharon Okum manned the sales desk. We also brought back Alex
information and will do the final organization of it in the Firlotte for the day to help out and Chris Wooding was there doing a
fullness of time. milling demonstration to a large (50+ audience). We also had the

o ) ) music group, “Run of the Mill” performing inside the mill.
The students also participated this year in the return of The Blacksmith Shop was open with Art Shaw, Megan Carter and

the Delta Fair parade, an event that the DMS has a long Mike Armstrong demonstrating that heritage art to the public.
tradition of participating in. We left it up to the students to Elsewhere in Delta, the fairgrounds hosted vendors, a car show and

music, and children’s activities took place at the Recreation Centre.

come up with a theme as well as the float. They chose to

The Mill Shop

Our small mill shop is the original business office for the mill. It serves many functions including donor recognition, sales and the location for
staff to greet our visitors when they first enter the mill. On the left is our donor board, in the middle is our small sales section where we
feature mill related products (books, flour, etc.), centre right is the staff desk where sales are conducted (and this year also our scrapbook
digitization area on the small table in the back) and on the right is our donation box. Out of sight beside the donation box is our guest book.
We do not charge admission to the mill (that would be a barrier to the public interpretation of the mill), but we do hope that visitors will
provide a donation (which many do). In the photo we see our summer staff (left to right), Ella, Alex, Jaime and Tyler.
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theme it by trade (milling, blacksmithing,
agriculture) using our existing props, including a
wooden cutout of a horse featured in previous Delta
Fair parades. Thanks to Alex Firlotte’s dad, who
supplied the trailer and tow vehicle. The students
had fun and Ken awarded them all with a certificate
of accomplishment.

The bottom line for this summer is that we
accomplished a key component of our mandate and
our responsibility to the mill’s National Historic of
Canada designation, that we properly present the
heritage of the Old Stone Mill to the public. Our
success this year is reflected in the comments we
receive in-person at the mill, on-line and in our guest je=
book, all very positive. This is the best reward we
receive for the thousands of volunteer hours we put
into supporting the Old Stone Mill.

Old Town Hall — Collections

The Old Town Hall (OTH) serves two purposes. One is for the public,
the washrooms are available to the general public when the mill is open and
we have many public events in the hall. The other is Delta Mill Society
related, with the OTH hosting our business office, most of our artefact
collections, our archives, past interpretive material and our research files.

This year we continued our large Collections Project, now into its 5th
year. This involves properly documenting (to museum standards)
everything we have in our collections. The project is done under the
direction of our Collection’s Chair, Sally Wanless, assisted by Ken Watson
and Paul George (board director and our former curator). We brought back
our seasonal staff person, Rebecca Rothwell, for her fourth year with us.

Most of the work this year involved the continuation of the
documentation process to try to fill in the many gaps we still have in the
documentation of historical objects we have in our collections. The work
involves research regarding these objects, with paper documentation in our
files (a large filing cabinet filled with these). Information is also entered into
a digital index of all the items to make locating the information quick and
simple. Ken added another component to Rebecca’s job, to digitize the
collection documentation. This will not only will provide a backup of this
information but it will make it much easier for those off-site to see the full
documentation we have for each object in our collection. This digitization
project is expected to be completed in 2025.

We were also holding many files belonging to the former Bastard and
South Burgess Historical Society (BSBHS), which has now been officially
dissolved. Rebecca, Sally and Ken spent a morning with Sue Warren in her
role as head of the Rideau Lakes History Centre (RLHC) going through
these files to see which ones should be transferred to the RLHC. Several

The Delta Parade

We let the students have fun coming up with a parade theme and float. Here
we see Alex, Ella, Jaime and Tyler on the Delta Mill Society float

An Exhibit Experiment

The story of the mill and the growing of wheat are
intertwined. Ken tried an experiment this year of
growing wheat inside the mill, with plantings
staggered to show wheat at various stages of
growth. Rebecca, who has a green thumb, was
tasked with the planting and care and she also made
up the display cards. Chris Wooding supplied the
heritage wheat.

While sound in theory, and it did sort of work, it
turns out that the wheat would have been happier
in larger pots. We’re planning a much more
ambitious wheat growing project for 2025.
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bankers boxes were filled with BSBHS material destined for the
RLHC. A couple of weeks later, Ken and Rebecca went
through the many boxes of research files that Paul Fritz
donated to us last year, sorting out which files should be
retained by the DMS (ones related to our mandate) and which
would be better off in the township archives. Another few
bankers boxes were filled with interesting area history that
have now been donated to the RLHC.

We also provided our summer students with an
introduction to collections with Sally and Rebecca showing
them the ins and outs of collections management (accessioning,
deaccessioning, documentation, etc.)

As noted elsewhere in this newsletter, we’ve put Rebecca
Rothwell, our seasonal employee working on collections, on a 1
-year contract in the position of “Office and Collections
Manager”. While she will have many new duties in her role as
office manager, her work on collections will continue, including
more documentation of our collections and digitizing those
documentation files.

Old Town Hall — Events

Liz Priebe looks after Old Town Hall rentals and events and
she’s been kept very busy this year with that responsibility.
Delta has no municipally-supported hall and so we run the Old
Town Hall as Delta’s community hall, offering rentals, events
and public washrooms. The events this year at the Old Town
Hall ran the gamut from a murder mystery play put on by the
Rideau Lakes Library in May to several paranormal
investigations (paranormal groups like the Old Town Hall — we
have lots of spirits, some apparently know Liz by name). Plus
birthday parties, celebrations of life, dance classes, musical
events, weddings and more.

Since, as a cost saving measure, we keep the hall only
minimally heated in winter, most of our events take place from
spring through to fall, with just a few end of year events. We
start the year off with our Ginormous Book Sale in the Old
Town Hall in April - a very large volunteer undertaking, but
also our single biggest fundraiser. It is a joint effort of the Delta
Mill Society and the Rideau Lakes Library and we split the
proceeds 50:50. We will end the year with our Holiday Craft
Fair (Saturday, November 23 this year) and our Christmas
Concert (Saturday, December 20).

Blacksmith Shop

Our Blacksmith Shop (renovated in 2022) was busy, open
during all of Delta’s events as well on several Saturdays in

g
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Repurposing Flour Bags

In 2022 when we re-opened the mill to the public after two
years of COVID shutdown we found that our 1 kg cloth flour
bags had “gone bad” — apparently from the ink they’d used. The
manufacturer had gone out of business during COVID so we
switched to food grade paper bags. We also had a bin of new
2.5 kg cloth bags that had gone mildewy. Ken took both the 2.5
kg and 1 kg bags home and through a combination of UV
exposure (sunlight), Oxyclean and washing, got rid of the smells.
But the bags cannot be used for flour. Ken’s wife, Pat, who has
quilting and sewing skills, came up with an idea to repurpose the
2.5 kg bags by making them into two types of gift bags. Prior to
that, Ginny Okum had taken some of logos from used flour bags
and made them into pot holders (with thermo insulation inside
them) and aprons. Pat, who made aprons for the staff in 2023,
using flour bag logos, made a few more of these for sale. We
put all of these out in the mill shop and they were popular so
sales of those will continue in 2025.

More Repurposing

Ken got the idea to combine two things we want to do, get rid of
a barrel of hard coal that we can’t use and re-purpose some 1 kg
flour bags. So, at our Holiday Craft Fair on November 23, you'll
get the opportunity to buy a bag of “Santa Approved” pure coal.
It’s a great gift for anyone on your “naughty list”.
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conjunction with our milling demonstrations. Our Blacksmith
Co-ordinator, Art Shaw, is now assisted by Megan Carter and
Mike Armstrong of Armstrong and Carter Ironworks (ACI) on
Daytown Road. Megan and Mike have the Blacksmith Shop
open on as many Saturdays as their busy schedule permits.
ACI are now conducting blacksmithing training courses in our
shop (under a shop rental contract with the DMS) and by all
accounts, this has been a very successful new venture for
them. See their website for information and registration
details: www.acironworks.com/workshops.html

Last year we hosted a “hammer in” of the Ontario Artist
Blacksmith Association (OABA). It was so successful that
OABA decided this should be a yearly event on the 2nd ’ B
Saturday of September. So we did it again this year on Blacksmithing Demonstration
September 14, with DMS Director Lisa Martin providing a Megan Carter and Mike Armstrong working hot metal in our
pulled pork lunch in the Old Town Hall for those attending ~ 5/2cKsmith Shop.
the OABA event. As with last year, it was well attended by OABA blacksmiths from Ontario and Quebec, all of whom
enjoyed their day in Delta.

This fall, Art Shaw made and installed new heritage windows for the lower floor of the Blacksmith Shop. The old
lower windows were in very rough shape, the frames rotting out and we’ve had this on our radar for a few years. We
tried getting a contractor, but the cost was prohibitive and so Art, who has some serious heritage carpentry skills,
including building heritage windows, managed to get the time in his very busy schedule to launch into this project. Our
“summer in October” weather greatly helped, allowing for the stabilization and painting (thanks Rebecca) of the existing
sills and framing as well as the window installation. Thanks Art, for these beautiful additions to the Blacksmith Shop.

Maintenance

The maintenance of three heritage buildings is an ongoing challenge. We started off the year by replacing the front
door on the mill shop in March, since the old door, installed in 2003, had rotted out at the
bottom. Thanks to Moel Benoit, David Okum and Katherine Killins a “new” old door, very
similar to our existing one, was located and made to fit. We painted it in the warmth of the
Old Town Hall and then Moel put glass into the door and installed it. This was just the start
of a long list of maintenance work done this year, some small jobs and a few large jobs.

As noted above, one of the large jobs was to replaced the lower windows in the Blacksmith
Shop, a job that was completed in early November. Another job we’ve had on our radar for
the last few years is to repair several (10) stone window sills in the mill. We finally got around
to that job this fall with a “mortaring bee”. It was difficult to judge the scope of the job so we
got three 30kg bags of the appropriate mortar mix. Under the direction of director Art Shaw,
the only one with mortaring experience, a team of director Jared Hayes, volunteer Braeden
Elliott and Rebecca Rothwell worked on the sills. It took all day and two full 30kg bags of
mortar mix to do nine of the sills. Digging into the sills revealed new issues, including mud
inside the sills that had to be removed before new mortar could be placed. Jared did the final
sill a week later, that sill took half a bag of mortar on its own. The rest of the mix was used to
do some patching on the Blacksmith Shop. The entire stonework of the Blacksmith Shop

e

New Door needs repointing, but that’s another big job for another time. We would welcome anyone
Moel working to install the  who’d like to tackle this job so feel free to volunteer —it’s a job waiting to be done — we’ll

lock on the new Mill Shop

door. supply the mortar.
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We're also having issues with some of the wooden
window sills on the mill. We did quite a bit of
maintenance on the Old Stone Mill windows in
2020, but now several of the sills need attention due
to internal rot. These sills likely date back to the
1972-74 rescue rehabilitation of the mill by the DMS
which included replacing all the windows on the
Old Stone Mill. Ken has recently been working on
these and has stabilized the rot, but more will have
to be done in the spring as the colder weather has
now shut down this type of work.

We've also completed several other projects
including installing safety rails on the steps of the

Stone Sill Repairs Old Town Hall to provide an extra degree of

These photos show volunteer Braeden Elliott (I) and director Jared Hayes (r) . .
working to mortar damaged stone sills. The issue appears to be frost damage ~ support for people coming up or down those stairs.

breqking up thesills. The mil] is unheated, so, over the years, any moisture Plus we’ve spruced up our outside benches, Ken
getting into the stonework will break apart the mortar. sanded these down and Rebecca did three coats of

tung oil on the wood and touched up the lettering
on the benches. The last bit of work on the benches, done once they’d been moved inside the mill for the winter, was to
repaint the scroll ironwork on the bench backs. They now look great and we can’t wait to put them back out in front of
the mill in 2025.

We have a lot more work to do, as of this writing we’re still trying to find a contractor to build us a gable on the
porch roof of the Old Town Hall to solve an ice/snow problem while giving the OTH a more authentic heritage look.
Art Shaw designed the gable and secured the building permit, but Moel has been unable to secure a contractor willing
to do the job. We also need the chimneys on the Old Town Hall looked at, at least one needs stabilization. Again, it’s
been difficult to find a contractor to even look at the scope of the job.

New Heritage Windows

Director Art Shaw has some serious heritage carpentry skills, including making heritage windows. Since nothing is quite square on the
Blacksmith Shop, Art had to individually measure and cut each framing piece. Rebecca Rothwell was tasked with painting the windows and the
trim. In terms of the design of the windows, as Art explained, this design “makes each glass more pleasing in proportion, and keeps to a
traditional Regency glazing pattern, as in the Hicock House and Denault Mansion”. A future project will be to reclad the building in wood to hide
the cement blocks and the sheet metal on the upper storey (which was built in the 1960s after the original 1850s brick hall on top was torn
down). For more photos of this window work see our Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/DeltaMill
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The visual appearance of the Old Stone Mill, including the various sight lines to the mill, is very important. This
provides people, both local and visitors, with the iconic views of the mill, making it a standout heritage feature in
Delta. The main problem area is with vegetation between the mill pond and the fence line on the Old Town Hall side
of the mill. This spring, a work team of Ken Watson, Paul George and Moel Benoit spend a day cutting down and
removing vegetation along the fence line. Moel subsequently sawed and chipped all the removed wood which we’d
piled on the grass beside the fence line. This fall, on the day we had the mortaring bee inside the mill, Ken, Paul and
Moel were back at it, removing more brush and trees to continue to clear the view. It’s also a bit of a safety issue since
tree roots in that spot, which is on bedrock, could potentially damage the support of the fence line. More needs to be
done, we plan on hitting that area again next spring.

Everything Else

The Delta Mill Society is a very large operation, run by volunteers. We own three heritage buildings and as you can
see from the above, we are engaged in numerous heritage activities. Our volunteers do what each has the time and
capacity to do. So, a big thanks to the entire board, Ken Watson (President), Paul George (Vice-President), Sharon
Okum (Treasurer), Lisa Martin (Secretary), Moel Benoit, Jared Hayes, Katherine Killins, Liz Priebe, Art Shaw and Sally
Wanless. Also, big thanks to our volunteer miller and grower of our grain, Chris Wooding, to our financial accounts
monitor, Eva Wheaton and to Megan Carter and Mike Armstrong, who assist us with the Blacksmith Shop.

- Ken Watson

Our New Office and Collections Manager

Rebecca Rothwell

We are pleased to announce that we’ve hired Rebecca Rothwell on a 1-year contract as
our new Office and Collections Manager. This is a benefactor-supported position, one that
is badly needed to help with the large workload running the Delta Mill Society, now a
$100,000+ a year operation. Her main job requirements will be to help the Treasurer,
Sharon Okum, and President, Ken Watson who carry the bulk of the work of the DMS,
which at times is quite frankly a bit overwhelming. She will also continue in her role in
collections management under the supervision of Sally Wanless.

Rebecca comes extremely well qualified. We’ve had her as a benefactor-supported
seasonal employee for the last four years working on our large Collections Project. Rebecca
went to Rideau District High School and has a BSc in Geological Sciences from Queen’s University. She is very well
qualified, not only her academic credentials, but also previous work-related experience including four summers as the
Assistant Curator for the Rideau District Museum (Westport) and a summer with the Rideau Waterway Land Trust,
working at Rock Dunder. One of her spare time avocations is as an artist which shows her creative side.

All these aspects, from her now vast knowledge of museum collection systems and our own collections, to her
computer skills, to her painting skills, to her knowledge of the DMS, are of benefit to us. She is now on a long learning
curve of some of the new components of her job, including our accounting systems, grant application and compliance
systems, and many other behind the scenes aspects. One of her duties will be to produce procedure guides for
everything we do, from how we do grant applications and manage grant compliance to how we create the slides for
our donor board display. Next summer she will be in charge of summer staff management in terms of things such as
cash management, inventory management and other student duties such as groundskeeping and maintaining the
washrooms in the Old Town Hall in pristine condition.

As with all our employment contracts (Rebecca’s contract runs to 5 pages), it ends with “and any other duties as
required”. We expect our staff do what needs to be done to help fulfill the mandate of the DMS, to maintain the mill as
a showcase of heritage and fulfill our obligations to the mill as a National Historic Site of Canada.
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History of the Mill Part 3 — Haskin and Steele eras

On October 5, 1893, Caroline Denaut sold the Old Stone Mill to George Haskin
ushering in a new era for the mill. George was born in Philipsville in 1854. His father,
Solomon Haskin, was a millwright and George followed in his father’s footsteps,
working for several years at a mill in Westport. By the time Haskin purchased the Old
Stone Mill it was getting tougher for small mills which were now being outcompeted by
factory mills. This was mainly due to the introduction of the modern roller mill in the
late 1870s and every increasing amounts of western wheat being railed to eastern
Canada.

| J

'/

Roller mills were a game changer for the flour industry. Small, compact and very
efficient at producing fine flour, they allowed the creation of factories running hundreds
of these to mass produce flour. They were also an advantage in any gristmill, with

millers abandoning millstones in favour of roller mills. While the records are unclear, it
is likely that Haskin introduced a roller mill into the Old Stone Mill to replace the old
millstones. We have some evidence for this in the fact that photos from that time show
French burrstones outside the mill, presumably being offered for sale.

Roller Mill

On display in the turbine hall, this
roller mill is not original to the Old

Haskin built a house between the Old Stone Mill and the Old Town Hall, later Stone Mill (this one is from the
K X i . . . i . Bellrock Mill) but it is very similar to
occupied by Hastings Steele. This allowed Haskin to live adjacent to the mill, keeping a  what Haskin would have had in the
close eye on his operations there. The sawmill was a significant source of revenue for Old Stone Mill.
Haskin, supplying the local market with sawn wood. In 1899 Haskin added a brickyard
on the mill property which in 1900 he
leased to William Chase. Chase

operated it for several years.

Most interestingly, and a bit of a
mystery today, was Haskin’s
installation of a steam boiler in 1899.
The boiler was located in the turbine
hall and photos from that era .show the | T
very large steam stack extending far
above the roof the Old Stone Mill.

Why he installed it is not a mystery,

French Burrstones

In this crop of a ¢.1900 photo,
French burrstones are outside the

starting in the 1870s or so, many mill. No longer needed, Haskin is
; 1 in th . tine t presumably selling them. DMS Digital
Old Stone Mill ¢.1906 places in the region were converting to , - ec.
S . steam, including cheese factories and
This painting of the Old Stone Mill shows the very g . . .
large steam stack rising above the roof of the turbine sawmills. Prior to the steam engine, the Old Stone Mill was
hall. This was painted by Hazel Horton, who dependent on a flow of water to run the turbines which powered the
according to anecdotal history was 14 at the time 11, . . . ..
(making it 1906). The story goes that she painted it mill’s machinery. This meant that the mill had to shut down in times
from a canoe in the mill stream. DMS Digital Archives. of low to no water flow, often from early summer to the fall. A steam

boiler simply needed a supply of water, it didn’t need a flow of water.
It could operate the mill at any time of year. The mystery is why it
was removed, it only lasted until the early 1900s. Later photos of the

| Hazel Horton?
This is reportedly

Hazel in the canoe. mill show no steam stack.
¢ | In the background is .
the mill with the Although the records are scant, by all accounts Haskin had a
| steam stack. Hazel successful operation until he sold the mill on March 14, 1913 to a

b March . . .
;ialssggrgnodnm;:iced partnership of Hastings Steele and Steele’s brother in-law James

£] Charles Chant. bMs  Huffman for the sum of $8,000.
Digital Archives.
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Hastings Steele was born on April 17, 1879 in Westport. Prior to purchasing the Old
Stone Mill, Hastings operated the gristmill in Lyn, so he was well familiar with how to
run a mill. His partnership with his brother-in-law lasted less than a year, it was
dissolved on March 4, 1914. There are various stories regarding how this was done, a
plausible one is that they held a private auction, with Steele outbidding Huffman. Steele
formed a new business partnership with Omer P. Arnold which continued until 1921.

To keep the mill in business Steele diversified. The sawmill was still profitable as was &
the animal feed business, but by 1917 we see that he’s selling commercial flour (Purity
Flour) as well as getting involved in the electrical business. There are various stories
about the Old Stone Mill making electrical power under both Haskin and Steele.
However most of those stories are problematic in that there was little surplus water i
power given the low water head at Delta. We do know that in late 1911, George Roddick, §&!
the miller in Lyndhurst, installed a dynamo in his mill. Lyndhurst had at least three times 1 X ey
the water power of Delta and Roddick extended power lines from Lyndhurst to Deltaand A Young Hastings Steele
was supplying electricity to both communities. Steele did get involved as an electrical DMS Digital Archives.
contractor, by September 1929 he was selling and installing electrical equipment in area
homes, allowing them to be hooked to the grid. That year Ontario Hydro bought out Roddick and shut down his
dynamo as they worked to connect people to their power grid. Steele at that time may have installed a small dynamo in
the Old Stone Mill to keep the lights on in a few houses (including his own). By 1930 Ontario Hydro was hooking up all
the local villages to the main power grid, the short era of local mills producing electrical power was over.

In 1922 Steele made a significant change to the mill, lowering the husk
(the wooden support foundation for the heavy millstones) to the level of
the main floor to make it easier for his main business at the time, making
animal feed. In 1923 he purchased a Champion Grinder, installing it in
this area. We still have this grinder on display in the mill.

Also in the 1920s, he sold the adjacent building, Denaut Hall. The hall
was designed as a brick community hall with a carriage shed at ground
level. The new owners repurposed the carriage shed as a garage, pouring
a cement slab floor and installing a forge. Garages of the era included a
blacksmith to work on various types of vehicles (both gas and horse
powered).

Over the years we see Steele changing from a production facility to a
merchant facility with milling stopping by the early 1940s. In addition to
selling commercially made flour, variously Purity, White Rose and Robin
Hood, he also started selling commercial animal feed (Blanchard’s Feed).
From 1938 to 1952 he also operated an electrical supply store from the mill.

In 1960, with Hastings now in his 80s and the mill 150 years old, he VT
closed the mill. In 1961, the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) fe==5
took over water control, acquiring the mill stream, bywash and turbine e
hall. Up to that point, it had been the miller who controlled the level of his . ' -
millpond, which was Upper Beverley Lake (dam raised from the original Hastings Steele’s House
two smaller lakes that existed prior to mill damming). The level of the lake Reportedly built by George Haskin, this is the house

. that Hastings Steele lived in. The lower photo is
was controlled by a stoplog dam at the head of the bywash adjacent to the  |5oking over the mill pond from the mill towards the
mill. MNR, in addition to wanting to maintain the level of Upper Beverley house (you can just see the Old Town Hall on the

. . right). The house suffered from a severe fire (March
Lake for residents, also wanted to ensure flood control, since Delta had 5, 1996) and the remains had to be torn down. Top

seen flooding over the years with flood waters flowing down Recreation photo by Robert Dent, Bottom, DMS Digital Archives.
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Drive, which is located on top of the original stream
channel. In 1962, MNR built a new stoplog dam just
upstream of the bridge, the dam that controls the
water levels to this day.

Hastings was left with just the mill which was in
rough shape. But it represented an important part
of Delta and regional history, it was a survivor of a
now bygone age and Hastings didn’t want to see it
torn down. In 1963 he struck a deal with four

; ) individuals, transferring ownership of the mill to
Delta has flooded many time with the . . . . .
waters from Upper Beverley Lake following  them with the intent that they maintain the mill as a

the path of the original stream, going museum of milling technology. These four trustees
down Recreation Drive and across King

Flooding 1930s

Street by the DMS Blacksmiths Shop. The were the start of the Delta Mill Society whose story Hastings Steele ¢.1946
car in the middle of this photo is on top of will be told in the next newsletter. This shows Hastings sitting on
the old stream channel which was filled in a large tree trunk in front of
during the building of the Old Stone Mill in - Ken Watson 4o cawmill which was located
1810-11. The Old Stone Mill has above the bywash and
engineered flood control, it has never attached to the turbine hall of
flooded (see “Building the 1810 Mill” on Author’s note: doing research for this article involved the Old Stone Mill. DMS Digital

the History Page of our website). DMS Archives.

Digital Archives.

genealogical research, including looking at census data.
As is often the case, either the enumerator or a later
transcriber of the census got the name wrong. The name Steele clearly posed challenges. In the 1891 census he’s shown as Hastings
Sleele, in 1901 he’s Hastings Steel, in 1911 he’s Hastings Stule (that’s a transcription error although the handwriting does look like
Stule), in 1921 he’s Harting Stul (another transcription error, again due to bad handwriting on the part of the enumerator) but by 1931
he’s correctly shown as Hastings L. Steele.

The Old Stone Mill — 1950s, 1972 & Today

On the left, this photo from the 1950s shows a customer’s wagon being loaded with a bag of animal feed. You can see the sign for “Blanchard’s
Feeds” on the front of the mill. The second photo, taking in 1972 before rescue restoration began, shows the sorry state of the mill. In this
photo the sawmill, which had been located above the bywash has been removed (the floor collapsed in the 1960s and MNR removed the
structure). You can see the cracking in the walls. During the main restoration phase (1999-2003) it was determined that the wall visible in this
photo (south wall) was actually bowed out by over 2 feet. In the third photo, the main door, which is the original 1810 door of the mill, still
shows the Steele name. We all owe a debt to Steele for his desire to preserve the mill and finding a group of people willing to do that, the four
trustees who founded the Delta Mill Society. DMS Digital Archives.

MEMBERSHIP

For those reading this who do not have a membership in the Delta Mill Society, please consider one. Our primary
support for the work we do in protecting and presenting the Old Stone Mill, as well as the Old Town Hall and the

Blacksmith Shop, comes from memberships and donations. A membership form can be found on our website at:
www.deltamill.org/donation.html (or just click on the Donate menu selection on our home page)
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